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Report Highlights: 

On February 17, 2011, the Government of India (GOI) confirmed the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

(HPAI) on a Government Duck Farm in the North East state of Tripura. The last outbreak of Avian Influenza (AI) was 

reported in January 2010 in West Bengal. In June 2010, India declared itself free from Notifiable Avian Influenza and 

notified the same to the OIE. With the current outbreak in Tripura, India has lost its AI free status. 
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General Information:  
Introduction: 

  
On February 17, 2011, the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying, and Fisheries (DADF), issued a letter to the Chief 

Secretary of the Government of Tripura, stating that samples collected from the Government Duck Farm in Agartla (capital 

of Tripura) were found positive for notifiable Avian Influenza.  Testing was conducted in the government labs at Kolkata and 

Bhopal. The DADF asked the state department to take action to immediately control the situation. To prevent any further 

outbreak, DADF directed the state to start culling all poultry in the affected area within a radius of 3 kms. The DADF also 

ordered that surveillance be carried out within a radius of 10 kms. The Government of India notified the outbreak of HPAI to 

the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on February 17, 2011. The details of the official notification from India to 

the OIE can be seen at: Details of Notification 

  
The Ministry of Agriculture prohibits the imports of specified live animals and livestock products from all countries 

reporting Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) and Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza (LPAI).  India declared itself free 

of Avian Influenza in June 2010 and also reported the same to the OIE, as of that date.  Since 2006, India has banned the 

importation of a wide range of products due to AI and continues to extend its emergency AI ban with modifications on a six 

month basis.  Products currently affected by the ban include live poultry, day old chicks, unprocessed poultry meat and 

poultry meat products, hatching eggs, egg and egg products, and semen of poultry among others.  While India has made 

changes to the measure over the past three years (moving from all avian influenza to notifiable low pathogenic and highly 

pathogenic avian influenza for example), those changes still do not bring India’s measure into line with the provisions of the 

OIE Code Chapter on avian influenza. 
                     
Disclaimer:  

  
This summary is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and therefore should not under any circumstances 

be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade 

interests.  

  
Details on confirmation letter no 50-362/2011- LDT (AQ) dated February 17, 2011: 

  
 Issue Date:  February 17, 2011 

  
 Agency in Charge: Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries (DADF), Ministry of Agriculture 

(MOA), Government of India (GOI). 
  

 Letter (Text as issued is attached) 
  

http://web.oie.int/wahis/reports/en_imm_0000010264_20110217_152510.pdf


  

  



 
  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


